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What is EAL (English as an Additional language)?    

   

The term EAL (English as an Additional Language), refers to when a pupil speaks 

a home language other than English. EAL learners are a very diverse group, from 

complete beginners to those with considerable fluency, who will have varying 

degrees of difficul ty in accessing the full curriculum and in achieving their full 

potential. The government definition of an EAL learner includes anyone who has 

been exposed to a language other than English during early childhood ‘and 

continues to be exposed to this languag e in the home or in the community’.    

This includes, for example:    

• New arrivals from abroad who speak little or no English    

• Children or young people from other countries who are in the UK for a 

limited time, for example if they have a parent who is studying here, who 

have been educated in an English medium school abroad and are fluent in 

several languages    

• Young people who were born in the UK and speak English most of the time 

at home and school, but who also speak another language occasionally to 

extended family members.   

• Advanced bilingual learners are defined as pupils who have had all or most 

of their school education in the UK and whose oral proficiency in English is 

usually indistinguishable from that of pupils with English as a first language 

but whose writing may sti ll show distinctive features related to their 

language background.   

      

Language Requirements  

English language is the spoken language of TLC LIVE Online School and the 

minimum proficiency required to ensure the best interaction and educational 

experience is B2.  
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B2 – Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and 

abstract topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. 

Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular 

interaction with native sp eakers quite possible without strain for either party. Can 

produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint 

on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.  

 

The Council of Europe’s Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages (CEFR) self -assessment tool to find a current EAL level, can be found 

here:  https://www.coe.int/en/web/common -european -framework -

referencelanguages/table -2-cefr -3.3-common -reference -levels -self -assessment -

grid .  

 

 The Role of the EAL Coordinator    

Where students join TLC LIVE Online School and are classified as an EAL learner , 

the SENC o act s as th e EAL Coordinator.  This will include:  

• Support staff in the teaching of EAL pupils, by giving guidance and support 

to set targets and plan appropriate work.    

• Tracking pro gress of EAL learners.  

• Monitor progress and identify learning difficulties that may be masked by 

EAL and subsequently focus on their needs as a SENC o.     

• Seek information from previous UK Education se ttings attended.  
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